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Not A Lot Going

The last NALGO Devon Branch Executive
Meeting on 18th March, went off quietly.
So have the majority of such gatherings
over the past 6 months, the short perw
iod over which I have been a department-
al rep.

In all henesty being a NALGO rep. i3 not
quite the glamour-job that you may have
thought, The 80 odd repregentatives are
a grey-faced placid lot, and are not
really that representative, For exam-
ple, at the last meeting only two dozen
turned up, only 3 of whom could possibly
be below 30, only 4 women and the vast
majority drawn from the more senicr pos-
itions. One often gets the feeling that
the leading executive members act as a
buffer between the workers and management,
arguing the management case with greater
conviction than that of the employees.

There are 3 persomalities who dominate
proceedings and while their dedication
and input of work are beyond reproach
they are also regponsible for the tone
of the meetings. -

Bill Copp presides over the mectings with
boyish relish, all grins and giggles, He
certainly knows the procedure but often
finds himself embroiled in. the debates,
although this is probably inevitable as
the Chariman is alse a negotiator and
representative for the Executives and
hence has cornercd the market in useful
information. He has an uncanny ability
to get hold of the wrong end of the

stick in arguements as well as often
becoming impatient in discussions in
which he is not interested, At the
recent meeting Bill curtailed debate

on the level of subscriptions in the
lower pay scales with uncommon wisdom,
"well as there aren't many part-timers
{on this level) the rise in their con-
tribution is not very important".

Harry Ball, Honorary Branch Secretary,

is the work horse of the team. The
amount of graft required of him is in

no way rewarded by a modest honorarium,
Harry has the habit of allowing his head
to sink low into his chest and of cla.pn‘_ug
his flattened hand to his brow. His

On

voice crawls out from between sand—
paper tonsils., These are the marks
of a man who has been butting and
talking down the brick wall of man-
agement for a life time. Equally he
stoically accepts taking his role of
taking the butt of the asides thrown
out by his more eloquent colleagues.
Perhaps the presentation of a pair
of binoculars in honour of Harry's
contribution in the past in some

way rectifies the balance., It was
at least the only visionary act of
the evening. '

N

George Barmes, Chairman of the Staff
and Serwices Committee is the brain
behind the throne, He guides the
discussion back or course when, in-
evitably, logical discourse is lost
in expressions of prejudice. Sadly
George is often right but you ( and
presumably the management) are never
quite sure what he's got up his sleeve -
who is he working for 7 He shows no
passion despite the flashing toothy
grin which instinctively concludes
every word of sensible guidance,

The meeting was a back-slapping,
somewhat complacent affair. Tt could ;
all be different after reorganisation
however, NALGO can achieve changes
in worlking conditions only if people
who are prepared to work and fight
will stand in the new elections later
in April, How about you ?

See you at the General Meeting of
22nd April. N '

P. J. Claydon.




STAR MAN

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINL

CANCER

VIRGO

SCORPIO

"

Your sign represents the ram,
whose efforts in the past few
months are nov appearing in
the fields. Now is your time
to gee your efforts fulfilied
= in a contribution for the
magazine.

Beef may be expensive, but
mental sffort is cheap &
easy to prepare. Why not try
& ¢ook something up for the
Mag -~ youtll enjoy it.

Poor Gemini the inherent
schizophrenic. You may have
felt up till now that a part
of you has been unfulfilled.,
This is the month to give it
rein and letTs see the res-
ults in the Mag,

You'll probably be feeling a
trifle crabby this month,
Write to us about it and it'll
make you much better,

Leo’s are extrovert people &
full of enthusiasm - so why
not share it with your more
lethargic colleagues via the
Magazine. It may inspire
them,

Your artistic talent is in-
finite, though you tend to
dream rather than act. The
Scorpio (ed.) influence this
month will make you extraord-
inarily productive,

Always vascilating and never
caning down off the fence,
We'd all love to know what
goes on inside a Libra's
head - so write & tell us,

We Scorps are a race apart.
Intelligent, beautiful &
creative. We must, for once
come down from our ivory tower
& show the lesser mortals just
how great we are,

SAGGITARTUS

CAPRTCORN

AQUARTUS

by Astral Freaks

The Archer, who
always gets strai-
ght to the point,
People like you
are needed in the
production of a
magazine.

.

Jesus waz a Cap-
ricern, but not all
of us can be Jesus.
Don't fret you
Cap's, don't reel
inferior to your
more illustrious
fellow - you can
all contribute some-
thing to our lives
through the magazine,

Oh dear, I hate to
tell you about your
month, Best stay in
bed with a crate of
Newcassel Broon & a
supply of Beanos -
& don't forget to
write down your thou-—
ghtg under those
conditions - we'd
love to hear them,

: Your love life &
financial gituation
will be excellent
this month. Take
time from counting
your money & any-
thing else you may
be doing & tell us
about your exploits.

SEE YOU

NEXT
MONTH
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